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vessels as Le Cassius, L'Ami de le Point a Petre,
L? Amour de la Libert^, La Vengeance, La Montague,
Le Vainqueur de la Bastille, La Carmagnole, L'Esper-
ance, Le Citoyen Genet, Sans Pareil, and Le Petit
Democrate. The last-mentioned vessel was origi-
nally an English merchantman, the brig Little
Sarah, brought into Philadelphia harbor as a
French prize. When it was learned that this vessel
had been armed and equipped for service as a
French man-of-war, Governor Mifflin of Pennsyl-
vania gave orders that the vessel should be de-
tained. Genet threatened forcible resistance, and
a clash might have occurred, had Jefferson not
intervened. He went to Genet's house on Sunday
to persuade him not to move the vessel until the
President could decide the case. Genet refused to
give any promise, but remarked that the vessel
would probably not be ready to depart for several
days. Jefferson thereupon exerted himself suc-
cessfully to prevent the taking of any steps to
detain the vessel.
Washington, harassed and confused by the
dissensions of his Cabinet, now desired that the
advice of the justices of the Supreme Court
be taken. Hamilton was opposed to a proceeding
which involved prejudgment by the Court on